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Key figures for Great Britain 
(2017)
Å1.3 million working people suffering from a 

work-related illness

Å2,595mesothelioma deaths due to past asbestos 
exposures (2015)

Å144workers killed at work (2017/2018)

Å12,000 lung disease deaths

Å70,116 injuries reported under RIDDOR

Å500,000 musculoskeletal cases

Å31.2 millionworking days lost due to work-
related illness and workplace injury

Å£14.9 billion estimated cost of injuries and ill 
health from current working conditions.



Standardised incidence rates of fatal injury at work - 2014



Å In 2016/17, 11,913 notices were 
issued by HSE and local authorities, 
a 5% increase compared to the 
previous year. 

Å9,495 notices were issued by HSE in 
2016/17 which is an increase of 8% 
compared to 2015/16. 

ÅLocal authorities issued 2,418 
notices in 2016/17 which is a fall of 
7% compared to the 2,604 issued in 
the previous year. 

Enforcement Notices



HSE and COPFS prosecuted 593 cases              
down 17% 

Conviction secured in 554 of these cases, a 
conviction rate of 93%.

HSE and COPFS prosecutions led to fines 
totalling to £69.9 million up from £38.3 
million 2015/16. The bulk of this increase is 
due to the new sentencing guidelines which 
came in 2016. 

Average fine now £126,000 more than          
double the previous year

Latest figures for 2015/16 show:



While fines remain the most common 
penalty following a conviction, the 
use of immediate and suspended 
custodial sentences has increased in 
2016/17. 

In the previous year 4% of offences 
convicted resulted in immediate 
custodial sentence and this has 
increased to 6% in 2016/17. 

Similarly, there has been an increase 
from 6% of offences convicted 
resulting in a suspended sentence in 
the previous year to 12% in 2016/17





Sentencing Guidelines for H&S cases















²ƛƭƪƻ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀǘ ²ƻǊƪǎƻǇ 
ŘŜǇƻǘ ǿŀǎ ΨŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴΩ

Retail giant Wilko has been fined £200,000 + £199,000 costs 
after pleading guilty to health and safety breaches which 
resulted in the death of an employee at a Worksop depot. 

aǊ IŀƴŎƻŎƪΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ-powered truck was 
knocked over by a larger diesel-powered truck at 
²ƛƭƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ό²5/ύ ƻƴ wƻŜōǳŎƪ ²ŀȅ ƛƴ 
Worksop on December 5, 2011. 

Thrown from the his fork lift truck because he was not 
wearing his seatbelt. His lower body was crushed by the roll 
ŎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŘƭȅ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƻŦ ŎǊǳǎƘ ŀǎǇƘȅȄƛŀΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŎǊŀǎƘ 
happened because of the bad practises occurring on the 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎΦ CƻǊƪƭƛŦǘ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
driven blind in a noisy and busy environment where 
ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƘƻǊƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊŘΦέ 

There was no proper monitoring of truck movements and 
ΨƴŜŀǊ ƳƛǎǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ΨǎƛƳǇƭŜ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦΩ

January 2016



Wilko fined £2.2m after employee left 
paralysed when cage full of paint crushed her

January 2017



Store failed to tailor generic, national risk assessments to local requirements

Wilkoõs failure to act on warnings from staff and maintenance engineers that a 
goods lift at a Leicester shop was not correctly levelling with the floor

1.7m roll cage was incorrectly loaded; that employees were not provided with 

adequate training or supervision on how to use or stack the metal cages safely; 

and that the Beaumont Shopping Centre store (above) failed to tailor generic, 
national risk assessments to local requirements.

òThis was not the first time that the lift didn't level and something happened. 

Wilko was aware that staff had complained that it wasn't levelling. The lift 
engineers had given advice as to what kind of things Wilko should be doing.ó

However, he added that it was unclear how many times the firm had been 

warned because the storeõs record keeping ðconcerning both incidents and 
training ðwas so poor.




